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Homecoming continues through this Saturday 
 
Marshall is welcoming alumni, family and friends to the Huntington campus this week for 
Homecoming 2018 festivities. The activities culminate with the crowning of royalty at halftime 
during the football game against Florida Atlantic University set for 2:30 p.m., Saturday, Oct. 20. 
This year’s theme, Home on the Range, celebrates Marco through the years and also showcases 
dozens of activities including a parade, bonfire, office decorating contest, 5k run, and Herd 
Madness—the official beginning of Thundering Herd basketball practice. 
This year’s Homecoming Parade Co-Marshals are James (Jim) and Bobbie Farley, both 
graduates of Marshall University.  Jim Farley is a previous alumni association board president 
and has served on a number of other boards at Marshall.  He is currently a member of the 
Marshall University Board of Governors.  Bobbie Farley has been active alongside him 
throughout his career in hospital administration, which included time as president of the 11-state 
Southeastern Hospital Conference and the West Virginia Hospital Association. 
“The Farleys’ legacy of service and dedication to Marshall University speaks for itself and we 
are so pleased to showcase these achievements as we celebrate their selection as our 2018 co-
grand marshals,” said Matt Hayes, executive director of alumni relations. “As always, our events 
are designed to bring all facets of the university together for a most memorable celebration. We 
hope everyone can make as many events as schedules allow.” 
Some of the highlights of this year’s homecoming include: 
 Office Decorating Contest (all week) All campus offices are encouraged to decorate using the Home 
on the Range theme. Judging is on Thursday and prizes will be awarded at the Friday, Oct. 19, Picnic 
on the Plaza. Prizes will be awarded in multiple categories. Visit www.herdalum.com for more 
info.  Friday’s picnic begins at 11:30 a.m. 
 Marshall Homecoming Parade, 6:30 p.m., Thursday, Oct. 18. Annual Homecoming Parade begins at 
10th Street and 4th Avenue following 4th Avenue to 16th The route then turns right onto 16th Street for 
one block and then left onto 5th Avenue ending at  17th Street. 
 Pep Rally and Bonfire, 7:30-9 p.m., Thursday, Oct. 18. Field beside Harless Dining Hall. 
 Picnic on the Plaza, 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Friday, Oct. 19. Free lunch, performances and 
entertainment for all students faculty and alumni. 
 Herd Madness, 7 p.m., Friday, Oct. 19. First night of Thundering Herd basketball practice at the 
Henderson Center. 
 Homecoming Pride Gala, 7 p.m., Oct. 19. Don Morris Room. Proceeds from the event’s ticket sales 
will benefit the Diversity, Equality and Inclusion Student Scholarship.   
 Homecoming Stampede 5k, 8 a.m., Saturday, Oct. 20. 5k registration is available at 
http://www.tristateracer.com/event.php?RaceID=10147. 
 Marshall University Alumni Association Tailgate, presented by Ohio Valley Bank.11 a.m., 
Saturday, Oct. 20. Field beside Harless Dining Hall.  Tailgate registration is available at 
www.herdalum.com.  Tickets are $10. 
 Thundering Herd vs. Florida Atlantic, 2:30 p.m., Joan C. Edwards Stadium. Tickets are available at 
herdzone.com. 
For a complete list of activities visit https://www.marshall.edu/homecoming/events/. 
Campus events are sponsored by the Marshall University Alumni Association, Student 
Government Association, Office of Student Activities, Marshall University Black Alumni 
Association and Office of Intercultural Affairs and others. 
The Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine is also hosting several events during Homecoming 
2018.  For a detailed list of school of medicine activities, visit: 
https://jcesom.marshall.edu/alumni-giving/homecoming/. 
 
 
National Science Foundation grant awarded to 
Marshall for Scanning Electron Microscope 
 
The National Science Foundation (NSF) has awarded nearly $400,000 to the departments of 
Chemistry, Geology, Engineering, Physics, Biological Sciences, and Forensic Science at 
Marshall University to purchase a Field Emission Scanning Electron Microscope (SEM). 
The grant was awarded through the NSF’s Major Research Instrumentation Program, established 
to help faculty members who need expensive research instrumentation acquire the equipment at 
little cost to their universities. Scanning electron microscopes allow scientists to look at surfaces 
and observe molecular structures at the nanometer scale. 
Faculty at West Virginia State University (WVSU) and the University of Charleston (UC), as 
well as scientists at Alcon Laboratories and the SOGEFI Group, also participated in the grant. 
The team of 11 faculty members was led by Marshall Assistant Professor Dr. Rosalynn Quiñones 
(Chemistry) and Marshall Associate Professor Dr. Aley El-Shazly (Geology). 
The microscope will make significant contributions to participating faculty members’ research 
programs while also being used extensively in the teaching laboratories in geology, chemistry, 
physics, engineering, biological sciences, and forensic science at Marshall University and 
chemistry at WVSU and UC. 
“The research that will be enabled by the [SEM] is meritorious and spans nanoscience, geology, 
materials engineering, biology, and petrology,” the NSF noted. The foundation also stated, “The 
panel noted a strong commitment to education in the proposed outreach activities in research and 
training.” 
“It is clear that the NSF review panel recognized the multiple benefits that will be provided by 
the acquisition of this instrument at Marshall,” said Dr. Charles Somerville, dean of Marshall’s 
College of Science.  “We have a 20-plus year record of maintaining an SEM facility for teaching, 
research, outreach and economic development.  This review panel saw our students, faculty, and 
community as a good investment.” 
Although primarily intended as a research instrument, instructors will use the new SEM in 
teaching laboratories that will have a direct impact on at least 150 students annually. According 
to Dr. Michael Castellani, director of the Marshall’s Division of Physical Sciences, “The 
opportunity for so many undergraduate students across such a wide array of disciplines to use an 
instrument such as this in labs is unusual.  Some of these students will start using the SEM in 
their sophomore years both in classes and research. The use of sophisticated instrumentation in 
teaching is one of the main tools for drawing students into research and hence improving their 
overall STEM education.” 
The faculty members who will be using the microscopes and their projects are: 
Principal and Co-Principal Investigators 
Dr. Rosalynn Quiñones, Chemistry, “Study of Perfluorophosphonic Acid Surface Modifications 
on Zinc Oxide Nanoparticles” and “Controlling Surface Properties of Metal Oxide Nanoparticles 
using Self-Assembled Monolayers and Polymer Brushes.” This research involves improving 
semiconductor properties on metal oxides at the surface for either solar cell applications or 
biofilms. 
Dr. Aley El-Shazly,  Geology, “Tectonometamorphic Evolution of the Western Blue Ridge: 
Insights from the Little Pine Garnet Mine Assemblages” and “Origin of Migmatites and Dikes in 
the Blue Ridge, Southern Appalachians.” This research examines metamorphic rocks to better 
understand the origin and evolution of mountain chains. 
Dr. Iyad Hijazi, Engineering, “Research in Material Science and Engineering.” This research 
aims to identify amorphous and core-shell metallic alloy clusters with structural stability and 
study their thermodynamic, electronic and magnetic properties. 
Dr. Sean McBride, Physics and Physical Sciences, “Liquid-Surface Experiments on Nanometer 
Length Scale: Nanoparticle Stability at Liquid Interfaces,” “Liquid-Surface Experiments on 
Nanometer Length Scale: Flow in Confined Geometries,” and “Self-Assembled Nanoparticle 
Membranes: Mechanical and Properties of Self-Assembled Nanoparticle Free Standing 
Membranes.” This research focuses on determining the size of nanoparticles used in studies that 
demonstrate the wettability and mechanical properties of nanoparticle covered surfaces and 
membranes respectively. 
Dr. Michael Norton, Chemistry, “Nanoplasmonics for Molecular Sensing.” The research 
involves characterizing in extreme detail metal nanostructures which, due to their electron-wave 
properties, change the optical behavior of molecules used to detect contaminants in the 
environment. 
Senior Personnel 
Dr. James Joy, Biological Sciences, “Employing Light Microscopy and SEM to Characterize 
Sensory Sensillae that Monitor Blood Flow in the Tsetse Fly (Glossina m. morsitans) Food 
Canal” – Employing Light Microscopy and SEM to Characterize Sensory Sensillae that Monitor 
Blood Flow in the Tsetse Fly (Glossina m. morsitans) Food Canal. 
Dr. Victor Fet, Biological Sciences, “SEM study of Arachnid sensory morphology.” This 
research focuses on the discovery of novel microstructures and organs in arachnid arthropods, for 
example related to sensory, reproductive and digestive functions of scorpions. 
Dr. Ana Peña-Alvarez, Engineering, “Investigation on the Mechanical Properties of 
Elastomeric Nano-Composites to be used as Flexible Actuator Materials for Soft-Robotics.” This 
research aims to characterize and optimize the mechanical properties at the micro- and nano-
scale of flexible materials that are currently used in the development of novel robotic devices. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
University departments that wish to set up a table on the plaza during the Picnic on the Plaza can 
fill out the form HERE or call 304-696-3134. 
 
 
 
McKnight joins Marshall Health 
communications team 
 
Michele McKnight has been named community and 
media relations coordinator for Marshall Health, the 
faculty practice plan of the Joan C. Edwards School of 
Medicine. She will also provide media relations and 
community outreach to the Marshall University School of 
Pharmacy. 
“Michele’s writing and organizational skills as well as her 
experience in media relations are an asset to Marshall 
Health and the schools of medicine and pharmacy as we work to share our story with a broader 
audience,” said Sheanna Spence, director of external affairs for the School of Medicine. 
McKnight is a public relations professional with experience in media, government and 
nonprofits. For more than a decade, she worked as a communications specialist for the West 
Virginia Prevention Resource Center, where her duties included statewide media relations and 
hosting a news and interview television program produced by the West Virginia Library 
Commission. 
McKnight is a two-time Marshall University graduate with a B.A. and M.A. in Journalism. 
During her college days, she was a reporter, anchor and producer for 88.1 FM WMUL and MU 
Report. She was also a reporter for the Marshall University Parthenon and The Herald-Dispatch. 
“I’m thrilled to be back in the Marshall community,” McKnight said. “I look forward to working 
with local and statewide media to help Marshall Health inform its patient population and attract 
students to our schools of medicine and pharmacy.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Electric Vehicle enthusiasts to meet Tuesday, 
Oct. 23 
 
The inaugural meeting of a Marshall EV 
(Electric Vehicle) enthusiasts club will be 
held on Tuesday, Oct. 23, at 6:30 pm in 
Room 376 of the Science Building, 
lasting approximately one hour.  A 
demonstration of the Chevy Bolt EV (all-
electric, battery only) will follow.  All 
students, faculty and staff are welcome to 
attend.  Other EVs will be shown at 
future meetings.  Organizers hope to give 
every student a chance to ride in an EV. 
“There is a rEVolution in transportation, which is electric vehicles,” said Dr. Rick Walker, 
instructor of biological sciences at Marshall.  “Much work needs to be done in battery design, 
charging infrastructure, autonomous driving, building (e.g. apartment, dormitory, and places of 
employment) design and parking lot/garage planning.  Marshall students can, and should, be in 
on the ground floor of research in physics, engineering, ecology and marketing. 
“We will talk about the objectives for the group and there will be a short presentation on the 
evolution of EVs.  We hope to have students spread the word so that attendance grows.  We plan 
to hold monthly meetings at a location, day of week and time of day to be determined by the 
initial attendees.” 
Additional information can be obtained by e-mailing walkerf@marshall.edu. 
———– 
Photo: Dr. Rick Walker (left) and President Gilbert unveil the electric vehicle charging station 
on the Huntington campus earlier this year. 
 
 
 
 
 
School of Medicine names Dr. Kasey Stickler 
October Resident of the Month 
 
Kasey Stickler, M.D., has been selected as 
Marshall University Joan C. Edwards School of 
Medicine’s Resident of the Month for October, 
announced Paulette S. Wehner, M.D., vice dean for 
graduate medical education at the school. 
Stickler is completing her second year of the three-
year family medicine residency. She was 
nominated for the Resident of the Month award by 
several faculty members and a senior resident. 
“From day one of her intern year, Dr. Stickler has 
been lauded for functioning as a seasoned 
resident,” Wehner said. “Not many residents can 
successfully admit 14 patients on the very first call night of her first rotation. Now during her 
second year, Dr. Stickler continues to display that incredible work ethic, exemplary medical 
knowledge and patient management skills well beyond her training level.” 
Stickler completed her undergraduate and medical school degrees at Marshall. While a medical 
student, the Wayne County, West Virginia, native and graduate of Spring Valley High School 
completed the Rural Family Medicine Scholar program with honors. She is also an inaugural 
member of the school of medicine’s rural residency program. 
“Dr. Stickler has demonstrated a passion for care of rural patients by already moving her 
continuity office to our new rural residency program in Lavalette,” said Adam M. Franks, M.D., 
professor, vice chair for research for the department of family & community health, in his 
nomination of Stickler. “She is an incredible resident.” 
After completing her residency in June 2020, Stickler plans to enter a sports medicine 
fellowship. 
“Dr. Kasey Stickler is an excellent resident physician who takes a sincere interest in her patients 
and their care,” said Tammy Bannister, M.D., family medicine residency program director at the 
Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine. “She has a wonderful work ethic and often goes above and 
beyond to help assist her fellow residents when needed. She is an outstanding role model to 
medical students and junior residents.” 
As part of her recognition as the October Resident of the Month, Stickler received a plaque and 
designated parking spot. 
———- 
Photo: Dr. Kasey Stickler (left) receives the Resident of the Month award from Dr. Tammy 
Bannister. 
 
Marshall to host free FAFSA workshop for local 
students 
 
Marshall is hosting a free “It’s FAFSA Time” 
financial aid workshop for local students and 
their families who need assistance in filing the 
2019-20 FAFSA. The event takes place from 1 to 
6 p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 24, in the Office of 
Student Financial Assistance (SFA) in Old Main, 
room 116, on Marshall’s Huntington campus. 
Pamela Palermo, director of the university’s Office of SFA, said filling out the Free Application 
for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) is perceived by many as being complicated and time-
consuming, but she wants students and families to know financial aid doesn’t have to be scary. 
“Completing the FAFSA does seem scary,” Palermo said. “That’s why it is best to get an early 
start so students are not overwhelmed later when deadlines approach. We hope hosting this event 
in our office will get students familiar with us and the process so they know financial aid is a 
conversation they can have on any campus without hesitation.” 
In preparation for the workshop, Palermo said the student and parent should create a Federal 
Student Aid ID at https://fsaid.ed.gov, which gives them access to FSA’s online systems and can 
serve as their legal signature. She said parents and students should bring their FSA ID, 2017 tax 
information and or income information, social security number and driver’s license to the 
workshop. 
“Students graduating from high school in 2019 and students already in college should submit the 
2019-20 FAFSA now, even if they haven’t decided where to attend college,” Palermo said. 
“Filing the FAFSA earlier could help students and their families make smarter college decisions. 
Applying early could give students and parents that jump-start to discuss college affordability. 
All personal FAFSA information reviewed and discussed with students and parents will be kept 
private and confidential.” 
This free event is open to prospective students, current students and the community at large. No 
registration is required; walk-ins are welcome. 
“It’s FAFSA Time” is sponsored by the Office of Student Financial Assistance, the Heart of 
Appalachia Talent Search (HATS) program and the Office of Student Support Services. E-
mail sfa@marshall.edu to learn more. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nationally recognized diabetes education 
services now available at Marshall Health-Teays 
Valley 
 
The Bruce Chertow Diabetes Center at Marshall Health is expanding its diabetes self-
management and education services to Teays Valley. 
Diabetes educators, registered dietitians and certified pump trainers from Marshall Health will 
begin seeing patients at Marshall Health-Teays Valley, located at 300 Corporate Center Drive in 
Scott Depot, this month, thanks to expansion site approval from the American Diabetes 
Association. 
“Our endocrinologists have been seeing patients in Putnam County since 2010, so we are thrilled 
to combine that care with diabetes education close to home,” said Rodhan Khthir, M.D., 
endocrinologist at Marshall Health and an associate professor of medicine at the Marshall 
University Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine. “Diabetes education helps patients better 
manage their diabetes and covers topics such meal planning, exercise, blood glucose monitoring 
and insulin training.” 
The Bruce Chertow Diabetes Center at Marshall Health originally received program recognition 
by the American Diabetes Association (ADA) in June 1995. The ADA believes that this service 
offers high-quality education that is an essential component of effective diabetes treatment. 
More than 30 million Americans have diabetes, according to the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention. Many are not aware they have the disease, which can result in life-threatening 
complications including heart and kidney disease, blindness and nerve damage. 
To schedule an appointment, contact Marshall Internal Medicine’s Teays Valley office at 304-
691-6910. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The next regular issue of We Are...Marshall will be distributed Oct. 24, 2018. Please send items for 
consideration to WAMnewsletter@marshall.edu by 5 p.m. Monday, Oct. 22, 2018. 
 
To read the content of this newsletter online, please click on the following link: 
www.marshall.edu/wamnewsletter/October-17-2018. 
